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1 . ACTING SECRETARY INGERSOLL CALLED IN LAO AMBASSADOR 
KHAMPAN PANYA ON MARCH 7 TO DISCUSS THE CASE. MR. 
INGERSOLL TOLD THE AMBASSADOR TO INFORM HIS GOVERNMENT 
THAT WE DO NOT ACCEPT PATHET LAO DENIALS OF HOLDING DEAN 
AND SHARMAN AND THAT IE THEY ARE NOT RELEASED SOON THE 
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CASE WILL HAVE A SERIOUS EEFECT ON US/LAO RELATIONS. 
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2. AMBASSADOR REPLIED THAT AFTER INFORMING HIS GOVERNMENT 
OF HIS JANUARY 17 MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB, 

HE HAD RECEIVED TWO MESSAGES FROM FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUMI 
VONGVICHI WHICH DID NOT SPECIFICALLY DENY THAT DEAN AND 
SHARMAN ARE BEING HELD BUT SAID THAT INVESTIGATIONS, WHICH 
CONTINUE, HAVE TURNED UP NOTHING YET. THE AMBASSADOR 
REPEATED STATEMENT HE HAD MADE EARLIER THAT HE HAD TOLD 
PHOUMI THE CASE IS HANDICAPPING HIS MISSION HERE. THE 
ACTING SECRETARY AGREED THAT THE CASE WILL AFEECT THE 
AMBASSADOR'S MISSION HERE IF NO PROGRESS IS SOON FORTH- 
COMING. 

3. ACTING SECRETARY STRESSED THE FACT THAT DEAN IS A 
TOURIST, A PRIVATE CITIZEN AND NOT A PRISONER OF WAR. HE 
ALSO REFERRED TO THE PARALLEL EFEORTS BEING MADE BY THE 
AUSTRALIANS ON BEHALF OF SHARMAN. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR ASKED ABOUT THE RESULTS OF MRS. 

DEAN'S RECENT TRIP TO LAOS. HE WAS TOLD OF HER EXPECTA- 
TIONS, AFTER SEEING PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG, THAT THERE 
WOULD BE SOME PROGRESS IN THE CASE AND HOW NOTHING HAD DE- 
VELOPED. ACTING SECRETARY TOLD HIM WE WERE AT A LOSS TO 
UNDERSTAND WHAT COULD BE THE PATHET LAO MOTIVES FOR 
HOLDING THESE YOUNG MEN. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE WAS 
EQUALLY BAFFLED: 'WE LIVE IN TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS, WE DO 
NOT UNDERSTAND THE WAY THE PATHET LAO THINK.' 

5. THE AMBASSADOR ASSURED THE ACTING SECRETARY THAT HE 
WOULD AGAIN INFORM PHOUMI OF OUR FEELINGS AND WILL POINT 
OUT TO PHOUMI HOW SERIOUS THE SITUATION WILL BE IF THE 
CASE IS NOT CLEARED UP NOW. INGERSOLL 
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